Gay dispute stirs change on Molokai by Tanji, Edwin
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'Mahu' dispute divides Molokai · 
from page one 
ty's hiring of the gays during 
the summer. 
"I began getting complaints 
from ,parents who asked how 
can we hire people like that," 
he said. 
"I think I have a right and a 
responsibillty as an employer to 
look at the qualifications, the 
attitudes and the lifestyle of 
who gets. hired," he said. "I will 
tak~ a g~ hard look at the 
situation.'' 
It's rio~ clear whether Ta-
vares is reversing himself on 
the tliring of known homosex-
uals, but it 1s clear his position 
has hardened because of the 
beau(y pageant dispute. 
The dispute began when Ta-
vares sai d the county would 
not issue a park-use permit to 
hula instructor Billy Kaaihue 
for-a c~rnival planned for Oct. 
31 to Nov. 3 on the Kaunakakai 
ballJ?.ark. Tavares said 1he had 
no objections to the carnival, 
buj. he ~qulp n. ot allow the pro-
pos~ say peauty pageant. He 
said the pageant was unwhole-
some and j nappro_priate for a 
county facility. 
Kaaihue said he was shocked 
at the countyls position. He had 
been granted a building permit 
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carnival and pageant in July. 
When he was told tlie county 
would not allow use or the ball 
park, he said, he and parents 
involved in his hula halau tried 
to talk to the mayor . Kaaihue 
said he called the ·mayor's of-
fice, while severa l parents 
wrote to Tavares seeking to 
meet with him. 
Tavares said he never receiv-
ed any messages from Kaaihue, 
although he acknowledged he 
personally never tried to talk 
to Kaaihue to explain his posi-
tion. 
For years, Molokai has been 
known as a community that ac-
cepted its known homosexual 
population~ Only newcomers 
were sometimes surprised at 
finding an openly flagrant 
"mahu," usually a man dressed 
as a woman. 
Possibly the best known such 
homosexual on Molokai, 
Butchie Dudoit, last year was 
presented with the annual 
Aloha Spirit award from the 
Molokai Chamber of Commerce 
for doing volunteer work, in-
cluding work with several 
county and state programs. 
It's all been changed w lb the 
simmering fight over the at-
tempt to Q{lD the gay pagean~. 
Dudoit said. 
.. On our island the mahus 
were accepted 'l'here were no 
KAUNAKAKAI - A s1m-
n:iering dispute over a "Mi~_s 
Gay Molokai" pageant has spill-
ed over to threaten. the status 
of a number of Molokai's gays 
who make no secret of their 
sexual orientation and have 
been treated, up till now, as up-
standing members of the com-
munity. I a u I Tavares 
Mayor Hannibal Tavares said 
yesterday he will reconsider 
the county's pas t hiring prac-
tices on Molokai because of 
complamts he has r eceived 
about "so-ca1led mahus" since 
he bann~ a permit for the gay 
beauty pageanL 
For at least the past four 
years, several of the' homosex-
Taking "hard look at situation " 
uals have been hired for the 
Molokai Summer Fuh program. 
Tavares said he's been receiv-
ing calls of support for his posi-
tion on the gay pageant and 
also complaints about the coun-
hard feelings. Everybody was 
nice lo one another . Even the 
church peo ple accepteq us," 
Dudolt said. 
But now, there is a tension 
and "even the local people 
started shying away from us," 
Uudoit said. "It's creating a 
conflict on the island." 
Dudoit emphasized that he 
doesn't object to Kaaihue's ef-
forts to raise money for 'his 
halau . "I want him to make a 
lot of money for his trip." 
Several others said the pag-
eant itself caused a problem be-
cause it spotlighted folks who 
were otherwise a low-key and 
accepted part oi the communi-
ty. It made the homosexuals 
appear to be "freaks," several 
said. Notably, after Kaaihue an-
nounced his plans, only one 
person from .Molokai entered 
the pageant. Nine of the con-
testants were from Honolulu. 
The fires of the dispute have 
been fanned by some of the 
Christian churches on Molokai. 
One particularly vituperative 
letter allegedly sent by a minis-
ter warned that the homosex-
uals or transvest~t'es being 
brought over frorn Ollillu would 
carry the AIDS virus with 
them to Molokai. 
Tavares said his position was 
not influenced by the Christian 
group. He said he made his 
decision before the ministers 
began sending letters out~ 
In his effort: to stop t.ne pag-
eant, . he said he is sending a 
copy of a letter to Kaaihue \0 
every household on Molokai, 
asking Kaaihue to not hold the 
gay beauty pageant. His letter 
says it would be more appropri-
ate to put on perfomiances of 
the hula halau on t:he stag~. 
Kaaihue said he got the letter 
yesterday , but saicl it is too 
late, with his pageant sched-
uled in just two weeks. Tttere 
also is the factor that b.ls ,case 
has been taken to .federal Dis-
trict Court, where ~e Is being ~· 
represented by ACLU attorneys 
challenging the mayor 's deci-
sion to prohibit the pageant. 
An attorney represe11ting 
Kaaihue said the civil rights 
case in federal court also is 
aimed at protecting Molokai's 
gays against future discrimina-
tion. 
As it turns out, Tavares yes-
terday agreed that would be his 
intention . "I respect the rights 
of the minority, but I have to 
listen to the majority," he said 
He said the issue of "mahus" 
working for. the county i'was 
never brought to 11ny attention 
before,, But: now people are 
questioning me about the coun-
ty hiring so-called mahus ." 
